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Streeter: Grooves

Brockmeier, Kevin. Grooves. HarperCollins, 2006. ISBN 0060736925. $15.99. 208 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Detective and mystery stories;
Subject: Jeans (Clothing)--Juvenile fiction; Factories--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Grooves follows the story of Dwayne Ruggles, a student at Howard Thigpen Junior High.
His town of North Mellwood is home to entrepreneur Howard Thigpen, who sincerely believes
that money can buy anyone and anything. Dwayne's science lesson on record grooves and sound
yields strange results when he runs a Victrola needle over the grooves in his Thigpen brand
jeans: a message pleading, "Please. You must help us. He's stealing the light from our eyes."
Dwayne and his friends Kevin Applebab and Emily Holmes set out to solve the mystery and stop
Howard Thigpen.
Brockmeier's story is imaginative and full of small surprises and bizarre twists, like the
importance of Dwayne's teacher's 1500 record copies of the Ghostbusters theme song and
Howard Thigpen's missing rhinestone jacket. This story is zany, sometimes to the point of
being distracting (such as Brockmeier's tendency to refer to his three lead characters by both first
and last names throughout the entire book), but its strangeness and unique storyline make it a
worthwhile read. The ending provides sufficient closure for the story, but some elements within
the story are left open (who recorded the messages Dwayne finds in his fingertips at the last
second?)
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